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THE GUIDE TO ORGANIC
HANDLING & PROCESSING

TRACING RECORDS THROUGH UNCERTIFIED SUPPLIERS

Certified handlers stay responsible for maintaining a complete audit trail, even when a product moves through one or
more uncertified businesses along the way. The example below shows how that trail stays intact when tracing an ingre-
dient back through an uncertified supplier to its certified source.

Operation Product Info Documentation Collected
INVOICE Certificate ]
of Analysis
- « Uncertified Supplier
Your Certified Product received - Date 09/12/26 = Unicertified Suppiler
Operation as Lot #A12345 | -OrganicCarrots + Organic Carrots
P - Quantity 1 case + Lot #A12345
TE
RECEIVING INVOICE =
A . LOG « Invoice # 026 'g
Uncertified Product received - Date 08/10/2026 - Last Operation Name <
s li as Lot #3445Y and — | . |nvoice #26 - Date 08/06/2026 )
upplier sold as #A12345 « In-House Lot #A12345 - Organic Carrots c
- Quantity 1 case g
- Lot #3445Y =
o
PRODUCT
Oorganic PROFILE
Last Certified o Lot code Certificate 100%
Operation #3445Y Organic
Carrots

Even when one or more suppliers are exempt from certification, the audit trail must still connect the product back to the
last certified operation. Certified handlers are responsible for maintaining the records needed to verify that connection.
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